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Abstract

Tolkappiyam is the earliest grammatical treatise in Tamil. The concept of lyakkam
(movement/motion) serves as the fundamental principle of activity; it is solely due to this
movement that living beings in the world function. Dialectics is the study of the harmony and
integration among an object's movement, its nature of movement, and the purpose of that
movement. Marxist dialectics is multifaceted. One of the principles of his dialectical
materialism—"quantitative change leads to qualitative change"—finds resonance within the
Akam (inner/subjective) and Puram (outer/objective) Thinai (poetic genres) of Tholkappiyam.
Quantitative changes bring about shifts in the definitions of Uripporul (the thematic essence
of the landscape) and in the character traits of the mother and the heroine; such changes also
influence the Puram genres. This research paper elucidates these aspects in a detailed way.
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